TOWN OF UNITY, MAINE

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES

DATE/TIME:  Wednesday, September 28, 2016
LOCATION:   Unity Town Office

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jean Bourg, Jason Bosco, Donald Newell, Mark Nickerson, Jim Porter, Sherry Powell-Wilson 
COMMITTEE CHAIR/ACTING CHAIR:   Jim Porter
SECRETARY:   Sherry Powell-Wilson 

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER:  Charlie Porter

SELECTMEN:  Tony Avila

	Application #/Date
	Applicant Name
	Building Site Address
	Structure Type
	Committee Approval
	Conditions

	#122, 09/06/2016
Construction Application & Permit
	Gary Holmes
Present:  Gary Holmes
	Map 003, Lot 021
474 Stevens Road
	Garage, 864 sq ft, height 18’
	Yes
	None

	#123, 09/12/2016
Construction Application & Permit
	Todd Converse

Present:  Todd & Hui Converse


	Map 17, Lot 011
33 School Street
	Attached garaged, 720+ sq ft, height 12’
	Yes
	None

	#124, 09/14/2016
Construction Application & Permit
	Mary Leaming
Present:  Mary Leaming
	Map 2, Lot 26
137 Crowell Road
	Cabin/Dwelling, 384 sq ft, height of 10’ 3”.
	Yes
	None

	 Occupancy Permit
	Envirem Organics LTD

Present:  Bob Kiely and Brad Jackson
	39 Corn Shop Road
	Warehousing & Distribution
	Yes
	


Jim Porter opened the meeting at 07:01.  Introduction were made around the table.

Old Business

Planning Board Minutes of 08/24/16.  Don Newell moved to accept the Minutes as read.  Jason Bosco seconded.  All in favor.
New Business

Construction Application #122, Gary Holmes - Don Newell made the motion to accept the application.  Jason seconded.  No further discussion.  All in favor.  
Construction Application #123, Todd Converse - Project is within the Downtown District.  Garage with pitched roof, lean-to type, flush across the front.  CEO sees no issues.  Don made the motion to approve the application.  Jason seconded.  No further discussion.  All in favor.

Construction Application #124, Mary Leaming – A letter providing written permission from the landowners, Jon and Anne Dowdy, was provided with the application as well as a signed Plumbing Application.  Charlie advised that the structure has to meet code, specifically, another route of egress has to be provided other than the front door.  Don moved to accept the application.  Jason seconded.  No further discussion other than Planning Board members are invited to celebrate Thanksgiving at Mary’s.  All in favor.
Occupancy Permit, Envirem Organics – Present were Bob Kiely, President and General Manager of Envirem Organics, and Brad Jackson, Executive Director of the Kennebec Regional Development Authority.  Charlie explained that he has the authority to approve this permit but, due to the size of the project, preferred that Mr. Kiely come before the Planning Board for approval.
Per Envirem’s brochure, Envirem’s parent company specializes in manufacturing and distributing organic-based products into the retail, horticulture, turf and agricultural markets.   Envirem intends to use the property and buildings for offices, warehousing and distribution and not as an environmental processing facility or for retail sales.  Envirem manufactures bagged and palleted products like potting soil, mulch, organic compost, organic fertilizers, pelletized compost, and wood pellets that will be stored indoors and outdoors for warehousing and distribution.  

Mr. Kiely explained that they have been looking for a location in Central Maine for the last 3-4 months and chose Unity for a variety of reasons including the close proximity to the New England organic lawn and garden markets, the sustainable culture of the area including MOFGA, Unity College’s environmental sciences programs, the local artisanal food movement, shipping lanes, and proximity to market and cultural similarity to NB.  
It was suggested to Mr. Kiely that he stop and talk with the Turner’s who live right at the head of Corn Shop Road to explain the project and answer any questions they might have.  Planning Board members had many questions regarding Envirem and the project, fire safety, current use of the building, route of ingress and egress, specific products that would be warehoused, predicted truck traffic (two truckloads coming in per day, up to ___(inaudible) truckloads going out per month), phase-in time to operations (approximately six months), capital investment, future plans for expansion, and predicted employment (25-30 people).
Don made the motion to approve the application.  Mark Nickerson seconded.  No further discussion.  All in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Sherry E. Powell-Wilson, Notary Public

Accepted:  10/26/2016
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